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Let the word of CarsT dwell' in « you — in all 
wiſdom, Col. 3. 16. 


* y mother and my brethren are theſe, which hear the 
Vord of Gop, and do it. Luke 8. 21. 
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JEREMIAH 2. 4. 


Hear ye the Word of the Lox. 


We rr Hs A RIOUS are the praiſes 
V % and commendations, with 
F which the HoLy Gnosr hath 


Ne \ 
S282 dignified His own Word: 
The 3 deſign whereof is, to en- 


gage the attention, to com mand the re- 


verence, and to win the heart of every 


Reader. To this end, ſome of the 
boldeſt images and moſt glowing meta- 
phors, that the whole compaſs of cre- 
ated objects can furniſh, are collected 
and employed to ſtrike the mind with 
a juſt ſenſe of its tranſcendent worth. 
Whatever 1s raviſhing to the eye,— 


whatever is pleaſing to the taſte, —what- 
ever 1s invigorating to the ſpirits, — 
whatever is uſeful to the ſupport of our 
nature, to the defence of our perſons, 


or to the ornaments of life,—is pre- 


ſented as a foil to ſet off the ſuperior ' 
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glory of the Word of Gop. * And no 


wonder: For by how much the Hea- 


vens are higher jg ron the Earth; by ſo 


much 1s the Word of Gop above that of 


any of His creatures, whether Men or 


Angels. 

But alas, how few among us are of 
this mind! For (not to mention thoſe, 
who blaſphemouſly explode the Bible 
as the invention of crafty Prieſts,) how 

has 


* For a ſpecimen, ſee the following texts q - 


where it is compared te mill, honey, bread, water, 
wine, fire, dew, rain, a lamp, a hammer, a ſword, 


a ſtaff, gold and ſilver, pearls, rubies, ſapphires, and 
all precious ſtones: 1 Pet. 2. 2. Pf. 119. 10g. 


Prov. 9. 5- Ia. 55. 1. Prov. 9. 2. Jer. 20. 9. 


Deut. 32. 2. Pf. 119. 00 . Jer. 23. 29. Eph. 6. 17. 


Pſ. 23. 4. Pf. 119. 72. Job 28. 15—19. Prov. 
3. 14, 15. If ſuch compariſons are in any wiſe 
expreſſive of beauty, value, magnificence, uſe- 


fulneſs, nouriſhment, comfort, and delight; if 
they are introduced only as affording a tranſient 
glimpſe of the leveral perfettions they charac- 
terize; what ſhall we ſay, or what ſhall we 


think, of the Revealed Word ifelf ? How low and 
inadequate muſt be all our ideas of its conſum- 


mate excellence, and * grand im- 
portance! 


(6680 


hass it loſt its credit and authority even 


among ſuch, as profeſs to hold it for a 
Divine Revelation! With ſome, it is 
rival'd by hiſtorical romances, plays, 


© fictions, and all thoſe kinds of literary 
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compoſition, which can give delight to 


a vain imagination, or to a corrupt 
heart. With others, it is either joſtled 
from its throne by the religious ſyſtems 
of fallible men, and groundleſs preten- 
ſions to the extraordinary and immediate 
teachings of the HoLy S IRI TH; or elſe, 
diluted and impoveriſhed by volumi— 


nous commentaries, that ſeem chiefly 


calculated to make a gain of human 
credulity. In either caſe, the Bible, — 
the unſpeakably awful, precious, and 
glorious Bible, —becomes a neglefted 


Book : All the weighty truths' 1t utters, 


whether doctrinal or preceptive, whe- 


ther of an alarming or conſolatory na- 
ture; are only ſpoken into the air, and 


its friendly voice. can be heard no 
more. 


Surely, ſo great an evil calls for an 


immediate remedy ! And it is in hopes 
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of checking, in ſome meaſure, its fatal 
progreſs among you my Hearers, and 
of conciliating your higheſt eſteem to 
that ineſtimably rich treaſure, The Re- 
vealed Word of Gop ; that I purpoſe, on 


the preſent occaſion, to treat of its vaſt 
2mportance; which I ſhall endeavour to 


ſhew from the following conſidera- 


tions: 

1. It is the only ſtandard and repoſi- 
tory of true wiſdom. | 
2. The only means of awakening a 
careleſs ſinner. 


3. The only foundation of hope to- 


wards God for a guilty conſcience. 
4- The only 8 of holineſs both 


in heart and life. 


5. The only ſource of ſpiritual com- 


fort, reſt and joy. 

6. The channel of Divine firength 
againſt. all the aſſaults of the . 
and eſpecially i in the hour of Death. 

7. The ſeed of eternal life in all thoſe, 


who hearken to its voice. EE 
8. The cauſe of eternal torment to 
all thoſe, who diſregard it. 
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Z 1. It is the only ſtandard and repoſi- 
* tory of true wiſdom. For is not all 
* Scripture given by inſpiration of Gop? Are* .. 
not herein contained all the treaſures of Col. a. 3, 
. wiſdom and knowledge ? Are not its ſeve- 
ral declarations fo many living Oracles, ats 7, 38. 
utter'd (not from an earthly ſanctuary, 

but) from the higheſt Heaven of Hea- 

vens by the voice of the infallible In- 
HOVAH? Is not every thing it teaches, 
enforced and ratified by the ſupreme 
authority of Far HER, Son, and Holy 
 GrosT? Yea, ratified by the edict of 

the Almighty FaTHER, To the + Law and il. 8. 20. 

Lo 


T Law, on. This word, when it occurs in 
Holy Writ, is apt to convey to the minds of moſt 
people the idea either of a covenant of works, or a 
ſyſtem of ceremonies. But ſuch is not always its 
meaning: It primarily ſignifies dofrine, or in- 
4 ſtruction; (ſee the marginal reading in Pl. 19. 7.) 
and by it the ſaints of old generally underſtood 
the Revelation of Gov, ſo far as they had it. 

This furniſhes an eaſy explanation to a great 
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2 variety of paſſages, which otherwiſe would ſeem 
7 difficult ; particularly Pf. 1. 2. His delight is in 
the Law of the Loxp, and in His Law doth he medi- 
dee day and night. Pl. 119. 18. 53. 78. Open 
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— „„ — ů —ů— —— — 
. 
- 


- — <A> CF LI_7 
— 


1 


to the enn, If they ſpeak not according 


to this word, it is becauſe there is no light © 
in them! Ratified by the blood of the 


Eternal Sox, who came into the world, 
and laid down His life, in atteſtation to 
the revealed Truth! Ratified by the 
operation of the Holy GHosr, who 


ſealed it by miracles in the Apoſtolic 
age; 


thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out 


of thy Law.— Horror hath taken hold upon me, becauſe 
of the wicked that forſake thy Law.—The Law of thy 
| mouth is better unto me, than thouſands of gold and 
filver. Prov. 28. 7. g. Whoſo keepeth the Law, is a 


wife ſon. — He that turneth away his ear from hearing 
the Law, even his prayer ſhall be abomination. John 
15. 25. This cometh to paſs, that,the word might be 


fulfilled that is written in their Law, They hated me 


without a cauſe. Beza's remark on this laſt paſſage 
is worth attending to,—** Sometimes by the word 
Law is meant the Pentateuch ; but here, the 
whole Scripture; for the place alledged is in the 
book of Pſalms,” viz. Pſ. 35.19: 69. 4. 

As whatever writings of the Old Teſtament 


were extant, in each period of the Moſaic œco- 


nomy, conſtituted the Law or Torah of the Jews; 
containing all that they were to do, believe, pray 
for, fear, or expett : So the Torah of Chriſtians 


is THE WHOLE BIBLE. 
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age; and has always acted on the hearts 
of men as the very ſoul, energy, life, 
and power of the written word ! 

It is indeed no uncommon thing to 
find inſtances of thoſe, who either pro- 
feſſedly lean unto their own underſtanding, pie 3. x. 
as a ſufficient guide of itſelf to Heaven; 
or elſe, ignorantly idolize human rea- 
fon under the ſacred name of the Di- 
vINE SpiRIT. But nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that the World by wiſdom never 
yet knew Gop; that profeſſing. themſelves to km 1. al. 
be wiſe, they have always, in this reſpect, 
become fools; and that no perſons what- _ 
ſoever ſince the apoſtolic age, if they 
had been ſtrangers to the inſpired Scrip- 
tures and to the adorable name of JIEsus, 
could have formed the leaſt conception 
of being redeemed unto Gon by His blood. rev. 5. g. 

The wiſdom of this world, then, is juſtly, cn; 
pronounced to be fooliſhneſs with Gop. 
But the Holy Scriptures contain that wiſdom, ,,.. 
which ts from above; they preſent us with 
a Lamp hung down from Heaven, to 
diſperſe the gloomy ſhades of error, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace, lake 1. 55. 

B and 
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2. 17 


Tim: 3. 15. 


Necles. 11. 7. 


| that which is /pritual? Or, if bodily 


, goo Zo 
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and thus, they are able to make us wiſe 
unto ſalvation, thro faith which is in CHRIS 


J=sus. And how ineſtimable a treaſure 
muſt ſuch wiſdom be! All nature cries, 
in the language of Solomon, Truly the 
light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it 1s for 
the eyes to behold the Sun. But, what is the 
loſs of material light, in compariſon of 


blindneſs be ſo grievous an affliction, 
what muſt be the blindneſs of the ſoul ? 


Were Gop once more to clothe the Hea- 
vens with blackneſs, as He did of old, and 


make ſackcloth their covering; were He to 


withdraw the chearing influences of the 


Sun, and quench all the radiant Lumi- 


naries of the ſky in total night; it is 
eaſy to foreſee, what confuſion and diſ- 

treſs the firſt approach of ſo dire a ca- 
lamity mult produce in all the inhabi- 
tants of the Earth. Yet this is no more 
than a feeble repreſentation of the dread- 
ful darkneſs of that ſoul, which is not 


enlightened with the knowledge of 


Gob's word; and of the eternal conſter- 
nation, bitterneſs, and woe, in which 


It 


E 
it muſt unavoidably terminate at laſt. 
Since, then, the wiſeſt of men are na- 
turally ignorant of the way of life; and 
* whatever was written afore-lime for our Rom. 15. te 
learning, is the voice of unerring truth: 
Since the entrance of GOD words giveth; Pl: 119. 130; 
light; it giveth underſtanding unto the fi m- 
ple And ſince the Holy SPIRIT ope- 
rates in the human ſoul, as the Spirit of 
the Bible: How obvious is the infer- 
ence, Allend thou to His words, incline thine Hou 22 
ear unto His ſayings. Let them not depart * 
From thine eyes; keep them in the midſt of 
thine heart. Add thou not unto His words, 
left He reprove thee, and thou be ound a 
Liar] 
2. It is the only ot awakening 
a careleſs ſinner. For though it be an 
_ undeniable fact, that each individual 
of the human race is a flagrant re- 
bel againit Gop;—Tho' conſcience is 
enthroned in every breaſt, to teſtify 
againſt all ſin and iniquity : and to pro- 
claim the holineſs, the juſtice, and uni- 
s verſal ſovereignty of Gon over His 
; creatures, and the certainty of a judg- 
3 RS ment 
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ment to come; And though every man 
is endued with a religious ſenſe, that is 
always on the ſide of truth; yet conſtant 
experience hath ſhewn, that every man 
is naturally avere to the thought of theſe 
things. He will not admit the ſenſe of 
blame, he will not allow his guilt to be 
damnable, he will not ſuſpe& himſelf 
to be in danger of eternal puniſhment ; 
ſo long as he can either ſtifle his convic- 
tions with ſpecious reaſonings, however 


falſe, about the nature and N of THE 


Deity; or elle, lull his ſoul into a ſtate 
ol inſenſibility with the ſtupifying opi- 
ates of worldly pleaſures, riches, ho- 
nours, vanities, and cares. Having 
ſecured this grand point, as he thinks, 
he is proof againſt the fear of death. 
And tho' conſcience may ſometimes 
ſtart from her ſlumbers, and ring in his 
ears the multitude of his tranſgreſſions 


and the awful attributes of God; yet ſoon 
again, through a ſtrenuous repetition 


of the former expedients, ſhe is charm- 
ed to a deluſive reſt: and all her occa- 
ſional rebukes, though ſeconded by the 


* 
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graveſt lectures of moral ſages, make 


no impreſſion on him; but fall harm- 


leſs and ineffectual, like arrows ſhot 
againſt a ſhield of adamant. 

1 But, when the Bible is an! to 
as the word of Gop, as the unchange- 


able word of the Supreme Laugiver, Who Janes 4. r2. 


is able to ſave and to deſtroy; it comes with 
all the authority and majeſty of the 
Great Almighty Speaker. It overthrows 
at once thoſe ſophiſtical arguments, 
with which we attempted to prop up a 
carnal ſecurity : It rouzes and awakes 
the conſcience, empowers her to ſpeak 
> without reſerve, and confirms her vari- 
z ous deciſions: It drags all our enormi- 
ties, both of heart and life, into open 
day-light, and ſhews us to be corrupt 
both within and without : It ſtrips us of 
every pretence to righteouſneſs; leaves 
us, like Job, without excuſe before the 
: dread Majeſty of our Maker; and flings 
us into the duſt with that mortifying 


confeſſion in our lips, Behold, I am wvile!, 4. 


——what ſhall I anſwer thee ? I will lay mine 


hand upon, my mouth. From henceforth, 
ſinful 


=: ( 14 ) 

| Afinful as we are, we acknowledge the 
. 2 uprightneſs of that Law, which demande 
| James 2. 10, i the unerring perfection of righteouſneſs * 
from every intelligent creature in 
thought, word, and deed; and we ſub- 
Rom. 7.12 {cribe to it, in all its rigour, as holy, juſt, 
= and good. And though that Law de- 
Gal. 3. 1. Clares, I Curſed is every one that continueth 


not in all things whach are written, in the 
book of the Law to do them; yet, in ſpite 
of 


f That the curſe here ſpoken of is a puniſh- 
ment, which vaſtly exceeds in ſeverity that 
temporal death, which was the ſanction of the 
Jewiſh ceremonies; a puniſhment, that extends 
beyond the grave, and implies no leſs than the 
extreme vengeance of Gop; is plain from the 
following reaſons. 1. The Diſciples to whom 
the Apoſtle addreſſes himfelf, were chiefly Gen- 
tiles: And what had they to do with any curſe, 

that was threatened merely againſt Jews? 2. It is 
that curſe, from which (ſays the apoſtle ver. 13.) 
Cunlsr hath redeemed us, viz. us that believe, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, (ver. 26—8.) as being 
common to Both. And what curle can this be, 
but that which is eternal? g. It ſtands oppoſed 
(ver. 14.) to the bling promiſed to Abraham; 
which bleſſing being not temporal, but ſpiritual, 


( 
of the pain of ſelf-condemnation, we 
are compel'd to reiterate aloud, Amen, 
Amen! We now ſee the utter impoſſi- 
bility of our preſent condition's being 
| any 


ſuch muſt likewiſe the curſe be. And it is very 
remarkable, that even the bleſſing of Abraham, 
as it ſtands in the Old Teſtament, (Gen. 28. 4.) 
is merely temporal, and nothing more than the 
inheritance of the earthly Canaan: But at the ſame 
time it typified (and therefore the Apoſtle con- 
ſiders it here as really being) a ſp:ritual bleſſi ng, 
the inheritance of Heaven itlelf; of which the 
gift of the Seixir is the carneſt, or farſt-frutts. 
See Rom. 8. 23. 2 Cor. 1.22. Eph. 1. 13, 14. 
4. It is a curſe, that obſtructed the communica- 
tion of Abraham's bleſſing (ver. 14.) to the 
Gentiles; ſo that the bleſſing could not poſſibly 
come on them, whilſt the curſe remained untaken 
away. But ſesus Cuxisr (argues the Apoſtle) 
hath redeemed ſinners of every nation under 
Heaven from the curſe of the Law, which hi- 
therto had ſtood in full force againſt them, by 
taking upon Himſelf that very curſe; in order 
that the bleſſing of Abraham might be communicated, 
not to the Jews only, but to % Genliles allo, ro 
Jesus CurisT; that they likewiſe might receive 
; the promiſe of the Spirit (or, Spirit promiſed ) thro” 
Haiti. But how could a curſe, that was peculiar 


See alſo Rom. 3. 
19. Gal. 3. 22. 
Epheſ. 2. 12, 
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616) 
any other than as deſcribed in the Bible, 
guilty, condemned, deſperate; unleſs 
we would venture blaſpemouſly to af- 
firm, that JeHovan is a Liar: Becauſe 
it is JEHOVAH himſelf is the Author of 


the 


to the Jewiſh Law, be an obſtruction to ble ſſed- 


neſs in the way of the Gentiles? Or, what ſenſe 
is it to ſay, that the Gentiles were made parta- 


kers of the bleſſing of Abraham, (the SpixITr) 
through our Loxp's removal of that temporal 


curſe which lay ſingly upon the Jews? The truth 
is, Ixs us in His death preſented Himſelf a whole 


body and ſoul: And thus, He at one and the 


ſame time aboliſhed the Moſaic ritual, with all 
its ſpecial rewards and penalties; and alſo bore 


in Himſelf that moſt dreadful malediction, 
which lay in common both on Jews and Gentiles 


for their common violations of God's moral Law. 
For, though the Gentiles had not this Law 


written and engraven on ſtones, as the Jews had; 
yet (as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 11. 14, 15.) 


they were a Law unto themſelves, ſhewing the work of | 
the Law (the ſame, for ſubſtance, with the Mo- 
ſaic decalogue) writen in their hearts; their con- 


ference alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts alter- 


nately (werafv af accuſi s or e ſe excufing one 


another. 
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burnt- offering to His righteous Father. Hence 
He underwent the ſharpeſt ſufferings both in 
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the Law; and He hath ſealed the truth 


of all its declarations, with ſuch an aw- 
ful ſolemnity as neither Men nor Angels 
ever ſaw before, by giving up JESsus 
His beloved Son to an accurſed death, 


not only to make way for the exerciſe 


of mercy, but alſo & for the demonſtration 
of His juſtice. Thus the written Law be- 


comes || a killing letter, and the miniſtra- 


ion of death : And conſequently, in this 
C = 7 
For the demonſtration of His juſtice, Rom. 3. 25.) 


«5 evdeEU Tn; Ji2%oruns wile, For the open diſ- 


play, and inconteſtable proof, of that awful 
Attribute, which guilty and yet lelf-righteous 


man would fain deny to be inherent in IrHO VA, 

and on the certainty of which is founded the 

neceſſity of Redemption. See allo chap. 1. 18. 
| 2 Cor. 3. 6—9. Who hath alſo made us Apoſtles 


able Mini ers of the New covenan:, [ whereas Moſes 


was the miniſter of the Orp] not of the letter, 

(the Law.) but of the Spirit (the goſpel, —lo called, 
becauſe it is the miniſtration of the Spirit, ver. 
8.) for the letter kulleth, but the Spirit giveth life. For 
if the miniſtrabion of death (the decalogue, or mo- 
ral Law) wrilien and engraven on ſtones, was glorious, 
&c. How ſhall not the mi niſt ration of the Spirit be ra- 
ther glorious? For if the miniſtration of condemnation 


— 


Feb. 4. 12. 


"= 8 -4 
as well as other reſpects, the word of Gop 
2s quick and powerful, and ſharper than any 
tzvo-eaged ſword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and of the 


joints and marrow, and is a * diſcerner of 


the thoughts and inlents of the heart. 
g. It 


(the Law) be glory; much more doth the miniſtration 
of righteouſneſs (the goſpel) exceed m glory. 
By the way, How can the moral law (for 
it is that alone, which was engraven on ſtones) 
*© be the miniſtration of condemnation; if it requires 


no more than a ſincere obedience, ſuch as is 


** proportioned to our infirm ſtate? If this is 


« ſufficient to juſtify us, then the Law ceaſes to 


be a miniſtration of condemnation. It becomes 
oy (Hatly contrary to the Apoſtle's doctrine) the 


miniſtralion of righteouſneſs.” 


* A diſcerner, or Critic, piles. The reaſon 


why the Apoſtle aſcribes to the word of Gop 


that office, which properly belongeth to Go 
Himſelf, is, that His word being the copy of 


His will, and: conſequently the ſtandard of rec- 


titude, is alſo His rule of judgment. Now, 


when a man compares his own heart and life | 


with this ſtandard, he ſees the obliquity of each: 
It is from this compariſon his convictions of fin 
ariſe; which are naturally followed by a dread 
of an hereaſter, and a follicitude for pardon 
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( 19 ) 
It is the only foundation of hope 
towards Gop for a guilty conſcience. 
The truth of this propoſition is neceſ- 
ſarily connected with the foregoing. 
For if we verily believe, that we are 
chargeable with daily tranſgreſſions of 


Gob's moral Law; and that Gop is fo 


ſtrictly juſt, as to f account every man 


who ſhall keep the wHoLE Law and Jet james a. 10. 


offend in ONE point, guilty of ALL; it 
C 2 is 


from Gop. Thus the revealed word, exerciſing 
a judicial authority in the ſinner's conſcience, 
becomes the effectual inſtrument of rouzing him 
from his carnal ſlumbers, through the ageney of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

＋ It is too well known, how far the general | 
Herd of Philoſophers in the modern age have 
out-ſtript their anceſtors of Greece and Rome, 
in the invention of ſubtle arguments wherewith 
to prove, that our common fears of the Divine 


_ diſpleaſure againſt fin which ſo often diſturb our 


repoſe, are in fact fallacious and deluſive; and 


conſequently, that the Bible which confirms 


thoſe fears, and aſcribes ſuch an unrelenting 
rigour to the Dzrty as ſeems ſubverſive of the 


notion of infinite goodneſs, can be nothing elſe 


bu. a human forgery. But it ſhould be obſerved, 


( 20 } 


is abſolutely impoſſible, whilſt the Bible 
is Cloſed, that the mind ſhould be re- 
freſhed with the leaſt ray of hope from 
any quarter. But, here we behold the 
glory of Divine revelation; becauſe it 

demon- 


that all impeachments of rigour in the Divine 
proceedings with guilty man, are not only at 
bottom a flat denial of Gop's eſſential juſtice, 
and right of unlimited dominion over all His 
intelligent Creatures; but they fall with an 


equal weight againfl every well- ordered human 


government in the world. In earthly courts of 
judicature it is in vain for a man who is found 


guilty of felony, to plead, that he has through- 


out a courle of no lefs than fifty or perhaps a 


hundred years behaved as an honeſt and dutiful 
ſubject, and never till now offended againſt the 
will of his Sovereign, or ſtatutes of the Realm. 
For THE Law knows NO MERCY; and therefore 
it makes no proviſion for ſuch a caſe, allows of 
no ſuch plea as a mitigation of guilt; neither 


will it pardon the Felon on account of his re- 


pentance, however ſincere. But, the fact being 


firſt proved by clear evidence, the Judge on the 


bench, as the mouth of the Law, inexorably 
_ paſſes ſentence of death: And if the Felon after 


wards eſcapes the gallows, it can only be the 


effect of MERE ROYAL MERCY. 
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( 21 ) 


demonſtrates, that the things which are Luke 18. 7. 


impoſſible with men, are poſſible with Gov. 


It brings us the F 600D News, that that 
JIxsus of Nazareth who once made ſo 


mean a figure on earth, and was deſpiſed, 
and rejected of men, and led a life of con- 


tinual /orrows; was in fact the Grandeſt 
Perſonage that the world ever ſaw, even 


the promiſed MxssiA in diſguiſe, the 
Sox or Go, the Saviour of the Loſt : 


ſa. 53. 3+ 


—That in this character He fulfilled all ya. 3. 15 
righteouſneſs, magnified the Law and made iti in. 


honourable: —That though He Was killed 


as 


f The word goſpel is the tranſlation of the 


Greek wayyaawu, and fignifies nothing elſe but 


good news, a joyful meſſage, or glad tidings. It is to 


be wiſhed, that every Reader would keep this 
in remembrance: as it would tend to ſhew the 
| deceit of many doctrines, that are falſely palmed 
on the world under the name of goſpel. By this 
rule let a man try whatever he hears; and let 

him aſk, —Would this ſound as good news to a 

deſpairing ſinner in the article of death, or to a 
man in the ſame circumſtances as the Jaylor at 


Philippi? An anſwer in the negative will always 


point out a manifeſt deviation from the teſti- 


mony of the Apoſtles. 


| 
if 
| (22) - 
| e as an Impoſtor by the Jews; yet He laid 
| 


Matt. 27. 63. 


| cauſe otherwiſe no one had power to take 
as from him) on purpole to make reconci- 
| tation for iniquity, and to bring in an ever- 


Ws Tim. 1. x5. Came into the world to ſave finners; that 
John 4. 34: 


38, 393 17.4 * this was the work, which His Father gave 


agonies He utter 'd this triumphant ſhout, 

(that ſo Heaven, Earth, and Hell might 
| 19.30, hear,) IT is FINISHED; and that within 
Whom. 6.4: three days He was raiſed up from the dead 
Ul by the glory of the Father. Ixsus, then, 
2s Is THE VERY CHRIST: And, as ſuch, 

19.4 He is the end, or accompliſhment, of the 
9 Law for righiteouſneſs to every one that be- 
i heveth; or, that every ſuch perſon, 
| 

| 


without exception, however guilty, may 
be righteous before Gop by what the 
Lon Ixsus hath done and ſuffered; by 
1 His having accompliſhed all the de- 
bil mands of the moral, penal, and cere- 
monial parts of the Law. And that we 
may be fully aſſured, that the intrinſic 
merit of that work which He finiſhed, 
| on 


Him to finiſh ; and that in His expiring 9 


Joan 1. 27,13 don His life a voluntary ſacrifice, (be- 


laſting righteouſneſs: That (in ſhort) He 


Ixsus CHRIST, who was infamouſly 


well as man, even the SUPREME BEING, Rom. * 
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” THE Sox, then, THE FATRHER is ſatiſ- 


fied, perfectly well-pleaſed, and infi- 


E 


( 23 ) 
is no leſs than boundleſs; and conſe- 
quently, alone ſufficient for the ſalva- 
tion of all the Millions that are ſaved 
from the fall of Adam to the end of 
time; we are hkewiſe informed, that 


crucified as a Malefactor, was GoD as: Tim. z. 16. 


Or OVER ALL GOD BLESSED FOR EVER. 

So that it may truly be ſaid, * Should 

„you add to His obedience and death 
* all that Saints have performed, or 

** Martyrs endured; it would be like 

„adding a grain to the ſands of the 

% Ocean, or a moment to the days of 

© eternity.” —— 


By the meritorious tranſactions of 


nitely glorified. He now juflifieth the 
ungodly: Yea, He not only magnifieth 
His mercy in blotting out of tranſgreſſi- 
ons; but ſheweth Himſelf as ſtrictly juft 
in accepting the CHIEF of ſinners (when- ETON 
ever He pleaſeth) into His favour, as in = M 
inflicting upon them the puniſhment”. 
they 


Rom. 4. 51 


| "= 3. 15, 16, 
Mark 16. 15, 16. 
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( 24 ) 

they deſerve. And if it be aſked, — 
Who it is among the ſinful children of 
men, that Gop is pleaſed to accept; the 
Bible replies, Whoſoever believeth in 
Jzsus CHRIST, or, whoſoever belteveth the 
goſpel. Hence they that believe, are 
{aid to be begotten again unto a lively hope 
by the reſurrection of JesUus CnrisT from 
the dead. And as Go, who reveals 

unto 


It may not be amiſs here to unmaſk the fal- 
lacy of a plauſible diſtinction, that hath eſpeci- 
ally prevailed in the Latin Church, and hath 
ſince been too generally adopted. between believ- 
ng and believing in; grounded principally on the 
authority of Auguſline, who maintained, Aliud 
* eſt eredere illi, aliud credere illum, aliud 
* credere in illum &c. IIle credit in Chriſtum, 
qui & ſperat in Chriſtum, & diligit Chriſtum.” 
It was afterward eſpouſed by Peter Lombard, 
and from that time continued by the Schoolmen. 
According to this diſtinction, the phraſe be- 
lieving in muſt include in its meaning a great 
deal more than what faith or belief does in its or- 
dinary acceptation, viz. truſt, reliance, dependence, 
&c. Now, if it were attributed only to Gop, 
or to ]tsUs CyrisT; there might ſeem to be 
ſome real ground for the diſtinction. But ſince 


* e . 4 . * 
4 * 4 bl 4 1 * = l 15 * 
; l 2 Was 2 7 , SL . 3 "IT n a 
"I 9 2 © #5 b go 4 . . tin: 1% 2 fu, \ d 7 N * I 7” Y: "A \ . Coe ® a. 1 * 922 & ANTS IPs, - 
PW ay R 4 Derr H9.. -77 on 0b  I62, 46h 4g. 6 Ao or ove Rn. * n 1 e . a 9514 « n . 7 Siet hh * 


( 25 ) 


unto men ſuch a ſolid ground for hope 


in the * is pleaſed to ſtyle Him- 
D ſelf 


(as it is manifeſt to every one that underſtands the 


Hebrew language) it is ſometimes attributed in 
the Old Teſtament to Gon, the ſupreme author 
ol our faith; ſometimes to the intervenient meſ- 
ſengers, the prophets, (2 Chron. 20. 20.) ſome- 
7 times to the motives of our faith, (Pf. 78. 32.) 


ſometimes to the obje& of it, or that which is 


F to be believed, (Pl. 119. 66.) and in 1 Sam. 


27.12. to David, when he only gave to Achiſh 
a bare relation of his own actions; from hence 


tit ſufficiently appears, that the phraſe, wherever 


uſed, hath no ſuch peculiar and accumulative 
ſignification. In ſhort, the phraſe fo believe in 


any one, (whether the prepoſition in be expreſſed 


by ag or er in the Greek) is a Hebraiſm. For 
the Hebrews always join thoſe prefixes, which 
correſpond with, the Greek prepoſitions «5 and 

eri, to the perſon or thing that is to be credited. 

Nor is there ſo much as one inſtance to the con- 
trary throughout the whole Old Teſtament. 
Hence the original in 2 Chron. 20. 20. tranſlated 
verbatim runs thus, Believe 1d the LORD your Gop, 

(z 12283) / ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; believe 1N 
His prophets (18232 192871) fo ſhall ye profper. 
Again, Exod. 19. 9. The Lord ſaid unto Mofes, lo, 
I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may 
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| | Rom, 15.13, ſelf on that account the Gop of hope; ſo, 3 
the only warrantable "_— of a ſinner 


18 


hear when I fpeak with thee, and believe ix thee, 


Gp, 7D) for ever. Let the modern advocates 
for the above diſtinction now try their utmoſt 
ſkill, and ſee how they can accommodate it to 


"theſe two paſſages; after which, it will be time 
enough to give them an opportunity of making 
another flouriſh on ſeveral more. The LXX. 


interpreters had no notion of ſuch a diſtinction; 
and therefore they ſometimes inſert the prepofi- 
tion, and ſometimes omit it. In 2 Chron. 20. 


20. they inſert it, Eurigeuoelt Ev Au — 


tjrigruodle w mpopily Ms but in moſt 
places they omit it. Neither 410 they conceive 
any difference of force (in this caſe) between 
the prefixes 5 and 2, for which are ſubſtituted 


the Greek prepoſitions «s, en, and % For 


whereas in Pſ. 106. 12. the prefix > is uſed, to 


which anſwers e. or %; and in ver. 24. > to 


which anſwers 446; the Seventy in each inſtance 


have uſed the noun ſubſtantive in the dative 


caſe; viz. ver. 12. 399 „Nn, xa erifevouy 
ver. 24. „ 19HRn , 


N ETFIFEUTHY TW AO . 


It were likewiſe ealy to ſhew (if neceſſary) by 


ſundry quotations, that the Engliſh Tranſlators 


of the Bible paid no more regard to the above 


3 + 4 
1 


1 


' | is called the hope of the goſpel, becauſe item 


is 6 thereby and built upon it. 
D 2 We 


Þ aifindion, than the Seventy. Take, for a 


1 ſpecimen, Mark 1. 15. Tirwvers & Ty eva 


_—_— the goſpel ; John 5 · 24. K TISFEVWY TW meals 


XZ we, and believe on Him that ſent me. However, 
[ that we may be able to aſcertain the meaning of 
the phrale believing in, with the utmoſt clearneſs 


3 and preciſion; let us read in ſucceſſion two paſ- 
2 ages in the Old Teſtament relating the ſame 


fact; thus (as the Apoſtle directs) comparing 


e things with ſpiritual, The firſt is in Exod. * 


14-31: 15.1. Iſrael ſau that great work, which 


$ the Loxpd did upon the Egyptians; and the people 


or the Lok p, and believed 1w the Lok, and 1N 


His ſervant Moſes, ny dpi mn WRT) 
* Then ſang Moſes and the children of Iſrael this ſong unto 


the Loxp, &c. The other is in Pſ. 106. 12. 
where the true ſenſe of the former 1s given us, 
beyond all poſſibility of doubt or contradiction, 
by the Holy Gnosr Himſelf, Then believed they 
Hrs WORDS, they ſang His praiſe. 5 

Yet once more. We read in Gen. 15. 6. con- 
cerning Abraham on a certain occaſion, that he 


believed in the Lord; where the obvious interpre- : 


tation, that is obtruded on the mind of the Rea- 
der by the whole ſcope of the paſſage, is, —He 
believed the truth of what the Lonp had ſpoken, 


ö 


(2) 


We may now teſtify to every perſon 
in the world, on the authority of the 


Bible, 


| So fhall thy ſeed be. But that it might nat be left 


to the uncertain decifion of mere human judg- 


ment, and expoled to the hazard of a miſtake ; 


it is no leſs than three times interpreted in the 
New Teſtament by that very ]Jtxnpvan who 
ſpake unto Abraham, and from whom there is 
no appeal; viz. Rom. 4. g. Abraham believed 
Gon. Gal. g. 6. Abraham believed Gov. Jam. 


2. 23. Abraham believed Gov. 


What has been ſaid will be ſufficient to con- 
vince every candid Reader, that the phraſe be- 
leving in (about which ſo much duſt hath been 


needleſsly raiſed) always ſuppoſes ſomething that 
is ſpoken, teſtified, or declared; and that therefore 


to believe in Ixsus is to believe His words, His teſti- 


mony, His doctrine, His goſpel, and the like. And 
though many more proofs and illuſtrations that 
offer themſelves, are omitted, to avoid a tedious 


prolixity ; yet I beg leave to addreſs the Learned 


with the following paſſage, ſa ſuitable to the 
caſe in hand, taken from Origen (who certainly 
underſtood Greek (at leaſt) as well as Augul- 


tine, or any of our Moderns) in his treatiſe 


_ againſt Celſus, Book 1. Eiwrip A Ja migevay, ws 0 


AYP eddi, is Tk r GipET 215 &TNYNTHpae/Wy E 
EAAnow n Gap pig. Ww5 N [AXANGY TW EML TO! Og, 
<XXt TY 2 019% 0Hos]; rale eo ger e &c. 


. ( 9) 
Bible, Thou art weighed in the balances, bau. 5. 27. 
and art found wanting; thou haſt broken 
the commandments, and incurred the 
penalty, of thy Maker's Law. But yet, 
Jesvs 18 THE CHRIST. His blood cleanſeth Jobs 1. 7 
from all jm: And as by the diſobedience of rom. 5. 19. 
the firſt Adam many were made ſinners, jo 
by the obedience of this ſecond Adam fhall 
many be made righieous. —BELIEVEST Jobs 2.6. 
THOU THIS? 
It muſt not be diſembled, that the 
foregoing doctrine is by no means cal- 
culated to draw the eſteem of the many- 
headed multitude; becauſe it is diame- 
trically oppoſite to the natural ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs of our hearts, and pours con- 
tempt on all human pride. Yet with 
ſuch as have loſt ſight of their own ex- 
cellency, it cannot fail of meeting with 
a cordial reception, and of operating 
as the Balm of Gilead in their wounded Ju. s. 22, 
Spirits. When the adorable Jzsus Him- 
ſelf perſonally preached unto men, and, 
by the verdict of Heaven and Earth, ſo | 
ſhake as never man ſhake; this doctrine of jobs 7. 46. j 
His diſguſted and bp the moſt | 
godly 


| 
' 
' 
[ 
f 
\ 


| 


( 90. ) 
Marr, 21. 41, 32. godly people of the times, (For they juſ- 
| * 16.15. Lied themfetves,) while the Publicans and ſin- 
| ners drew near to hear Him. The very ſame 
effect it has always been attended with, 
the very ſame treatment it has always 
| received among men, from that day to 
this. The profligate, ſcandalous, and 
| molt unpromiſing characters have con- 
[as r. a8. $0 ſtantly been glad and glorified the word of 


[6. gar. the Lok; and have ſaid, in the fulneſs 
j of their hearts, How beautiful are the feet 


| 


om. 9. 15. of them that preach the goſpel of peace, and 
| bring glad tidings of good things /—whillt 


f 


. 


the devout and honourable have as con- 
ſtantly oppoſed it. And ſo highly is it 
prized by the former, that thouſands 
and ten thouſands for the ſake of it 
have ſacrificed every earthly good, and 
[þr. 3: 8: 6.9 loved not their lives unto the death. And 


ly 10. 32-—4 EVEN our own Engliſh annals preſent us 
with inſtances of thoſe, who in the midſt 


1 
| 
[| 
| 
| 
1 


g | 
b | - - 
== of devouring flames have teſtified, 
1 ; 

| 


NoNE Bur ChRIST, NONE BUT CHRIST! 
Nevertheleſs, this doctrine, by reaſon 
of its contrariety to our natural notions 
about the way of juſtification, can ne- 
ver 


(9% } 


ver be believed by any but through the 
HoLy GrosT. This faith is the gift of 
Gop. It was He that revealed it to Pe- 


x Cor. 12. 8. 


Matt. 16, 15,17 


ter, and the firſt Diſciples: And it is 
the office of the Spirit of truth, to take the loua 16. 3-15 
things of JEsus and ſhew them unto men; 
and ſo, to enlighten the eyes of their under -en. 1.18. 
Standing, that they may know what is the 
hope of Gop's calling. 

The plain reſult of what hath been 
advanced, is this. The word of Gop, 
or that part of Divine Revelation which 

| treats of the meritorious life, death, 
and reſurrection of the Loxp JIxsus, is 
the || s0vEREIGN and ONLY antidote for 
the anguiſh of human guilt. And there- 
fore I ſay again and again, that if you 
once ſet aſide this WRITTEN WORD, 
all hope of ſafety beyond the grave muſt 
inſtantly vaniſh; and for any perſon to 

_ entertain ſuch hope, can be nothing 
leſs 

| As the Law woundeth, ſo the Goſpel heal- 
eth. He ſent His word and healed them. (PL. 107. 


20.) It is like a plaiſter to a bodily fore, which 


cannot produce its dehred effect without the 
Divine bleſſing. 


' 
| 


2 Pet, 1. 21. 
1 
A 
5 
1 


. 119. 42. 49. 
1 74. 81. 114. 
|| 1473 130. 


( 82.) 
lefs than the height of preſumption. 
But if you are not yet convinced of it, 
let me only defire you for a moment 
to ſet aſide in your own thoughts the 
revealed word of the Lonp; and then 
ſay, Where are you? What know you 
of Gop? What know you of yourſelves? 
What know you of the conſequences 
of death? How can you prove, that 


there is another life after this? Or, in 


caſe there be, what poſſible reaſon or 


ground can you have to hope, that you 


ſhall eſcape puniſhment for all your 


ſins ?—But now again, unfold the in- 


ſpired volume, and ſay, Who that be- 
heves its report, can #offibly deſpair? 


David was ſo throughly of this mind, 
that in his addreſſes to the Lorp he con- 


tinually repeats the ſolemn proteſtation, 
My * hope is in thy word. And David, 


5 we know, pate as He was moved by the _ 


HoLy Gnosr. 
A 


* In conſulting the paſſages above · referred 


to in the margin, if the Engliſh reader will take 
the pains to compare the tranſlation of the He- 
brew (in the middle of his Bible) with the verſion 


„ 
4. It is the only principle of holineſs 


both 1 in Weary and life. 
E | That 


of the Septuagint, which 18 commonly uſed in 
the Church of England; he will immediately 
perceive, that hope and truſt are ſynonimous 
terms, or the indiſcriminate rendrings of one 
and the fame original word. Let him alfo turn 
to Eph. 1. 12. where we have trufted in the text, 
and hoped in the margin. By the help of a good 
Concordance he will meet with near twenty 
more proofs of the truth of this oblervation in 
this fingle book of the Pſalms; and they who 
underſtand the Hebrew, will fee it confirmed 
times without number throughout the whole 
Bible. Sikce this is the caſe, the ſubſtitution 
of truſt for faith is proved to be an arbitrary fig- 
ment: And therefore it highly behoves all thoſe 
perſons who are guilty of it, as they have no 
longer any ground to ſtand upon, to look about 
for a better definition of fazth than this, An aflent 
of the mind to that which is credible as cre- 
« dible;” or, A ſolid conviction, grounded on 
real and ſufficient evidence, of the truth of a 
thing declared. 

Again, let 1t be ribs; that cheek the 
Scripture frequently ſpeaks of hoping or . 

in Gov, hoping or truſting in His mercy, and the 
like; yet this 1s no diſtinct thing from hoping in 


: 
D 
1 


. Tit, 2. 14. | 


| Heb, 12. 14. 


1: 3 
That without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 


_ the Lokp, is a truth which ſtands as firm 
and unſhaken as the pillars of Heaven. 


It is the grand object of redemption ; 
the leading deſign of Revelation; the 


ultimate ſcope of every diſpenſation of 


God's providence towards them that are 


His children: On All is inſcribed this 
. ſpeaking motto, Be ye holy, for I am holy. 
Now the T holineſs which the Scripture 


Inſilts 


His word: Becauſe we have No WARRANT for 


hoping in Gop,—or for expecting any bleſſing 
from His hands, either temporal or ſpiritual, — 
beſides that revelation which He has made of His 
mercy and goodneſs in His own word, and His 
promiſes which He there addreſſes to them that 
believe. And therefore we are told (Rom. 15. 
4.) Whatſoever things were written afore-lume, were 


villen for our learning; that we through patience and 


comfort of the Scriptures (or, thoſe ſundry motives 
to patience and comfort, which the Scriptures 


ſuggeſt)" might have hope. 


+ To ſantliſy, to conſecrate, hallow, call koh, and 


keep holy, are the different rendrings of 20>; 
which (according to Buxtorf) is parari, præpa- 


rari, deſtinari ad aliquid, generaliter; in ſpecie, 


ſacrari. conſecrari, ſanctiſicari, ſanctum, ſacrum, 


„ 


inſiſts On, is the entire devotion of the gon. 12. 1. 2. 
WHOLE man, of all the faculties and af. 


fections of the foul, and of all the mem- 
bers and powers of the body, to the ſer- 
vice of God: And conſequently, it in- 

E :..- cludes 
eſſe vel fieri, Therefore Holineſs properly 


** ſignifieth ſeparation, and that with the relation 
** of a double term; of one, from which the ſe- 


** paration is made; the other, to which that 


« which is ſeparated is applied. Thoſe things 
* which were accounted holy under the Law, 
e were ſeparated from common uſe, and ap- 
* plied to the ſervice of Gop : And their ſanc- 
** tity was nothing elſe, but their ſeparation 
from and to thoſe terms; from an ule and ex- 
e ercile profane and common, to an ule and exer- 
e cile peculiar and Divine.“ Hence the Lon 
ſaid unto Mofes, Exod. 19, 2. Santlify unto me 
all the firſt-born, whatſoever openeth the womb among 
the chuldren of Ifrael, both of man and of RAST; il is 
mine. And hence, the ſabbath-day, the city of 
Jeruſalem, the temple, the altar, all the veſſels 


and furniture of the temple, all the veſtments of 
the Prieſts, and all the ſacrifices, oblations and 


burnt-offerings, were ſaid to be holy, (i. e. holy 


unto the Loxp) as well as the perſons of the 


worſhippers. The fame idea of the word is con- 


ſtantly preſerved in the New Teſtament: For the 


ph. 4. 22 — 24. 
Theſs. 5. 23. 
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cludes all the exerciſes of love, reve- 
rence, afhance, truſt, fear, humility, 
adoration, prayer, thankſgiving, and 
praiſe; together with the performance 
of the ſeveral relative duties, and the 
ſolemnization of thoſe ordinances which 
are peculiar to Chriſtianity. But how 
ſhall ſo great a thing as this be accom- 


pliſhed 


true Chriſtian Holineſs is HOLINESS UNTO 
THE LORD, (lee Zech. 14. 20.) And the ſubject 
hereof is every faculty of the ſoul, and every 
member of the body; which ought to be en- 
tirely devoted to the will of Gop, and always 
employed on ſuch objects and under ſuch regu - 
lations as Gop hath appointed. For this cauſe 
the Apoltle exhorts the Diſciples of the Bleſſed 
J=sus, ſaying, (2 Cor. 7. 1.) Let us cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfetlmg 
holanefs in the fear of Gop. Yet, when holineſs is 


attributed in Scripture to Gop Himſelf, and He 


is at any time ſaid to be Holy; we muſt under- 
ſtand it in a molt exalted ſenſe, as denoting the 
eſſential rectitude of His Nature, and infinite 
diſtance from the poſſibility of evil: In conſe- 
quence of which we ſhall be obliged to own, 
that it is very meet, right, and fit, that His will 

ſhould be the ſtandard of conformity 1 in all caſes 

to all His intelligent Creatures. 


8 \ 
pliſhed in any man, who 1s either igno- 
rant, or regardleſs, of the word of Gop? 
The natural bias of the human heart 
_ powerfully draws in the contrary direc- 
tion; its ruling motive is SELF ; its af- 
fections cleave to things on earth; and it 
1s captivated only by /enſual objects, by 
things which gratify the luft of the fleſh, xJobn 3. br” 
the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life. 
But if the Bible be hearkened to as the 
voice of Jeuovan Himſelf, (being ac- 
companied with His own All-gracious 
influence;) it ſpeaks with ſuch a ſove- 
reign and all-commanding authority, 
that every thing in the world muſt bow 
down before it. Then we begin to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and Matt, . . 
to ſet our affeftion, on things above. It hass 
been always a received maxim, that | 
where the word of a King is, there is power e Eccles. 8. 4. 
Ho much more fo, if it be the word 
of Him, who is King of Kings! Did not, Tw. 6. 15. 
the adorable jus us aſk of His Father in F 
behalf of His diſciples, Sancti them jgrn 17. x7. 
through thy truth, thy word is truth? And 1 
thall we preſume to think, that the cauſe 
15 
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18 incapable of producing ſo glorious an 


| effect ? Muſt not every degree of holi- 


Ifohn 15. 3. 


30. 133- 


ranged with other ſounds, and after prdp 


neſs in His diſciples be an anſwer to 
that prayer? That is, muſt they not be 
Janctiſied through the word of Gov, which 
is truth ? Did He not likewiſe aſſure the 
eleven, Now ye are clean through the word 
which I have 15 oken unto you? Hath not 


fer e. 9. un. David ſaid, I Wherewith hall a young man 


cleanſe his way! ? by taking heed according 
Lo 


1 It is perhaps but ſeldom attended to, that 
this 119th Pſalm is profeſſedly written on the 


ſubject of Obedience; and that the word, lau, 


ſtatutes, commandments \ precepts, ways, teſtimonies, and 
Judgments (judicial mandates) of the Lord are 
here mentioned, as the only true meaſure of 


obedience, in almoſt each ſucceeding period, 


through all the length of a hundred and ſeventy 
ſix verſes; on purpoſe to impreſs the mind of 
the Reader with a deep ſenſe of the importance 
of the leſſon, which is here inculcated : Like 
thoſe melodious notes in a piece of mulick, which 
are deſigned to exprels the leading ſentiment of 
the compoſer; and which being ſkillfully ar- 
er in- 
termiſſions reſumed, and again and again re- 


peated, fail not to dwell on the mind of the ra- 
viſhed Hearer. 


( 39 ) 
to thy word. Ty word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I maght not ſin againfl thee.— 
Let my heart be found in thy ſtatutes, that 
J be not aſhamed. Order my ſteps in thy 
word. The tenor of the New Covenant 
is, I will put my laws into their minds, and heb. 8. 1. 
zorite them in their hearts. Once they 
were engraven on tables of tone with 
the finger of Gon; to denote the obdu- 
racy of thoſe Iſraelites, to whom they 
were given. But now they are imprint- 
ed on flejhly tables, on the inmoſt ſouls 
of the true Iſrael of Gop, (the antitype 
of the former,) by the Hory Gnosr; 
Who is given to them as a Sanctifier, 
and operates in them as ſuch by bring- 
ing them into a gradual ſubjection, both 
- outwardly and inwardly, to the various 
injunctions of the Revealed word. This 
ſhews the propriety of all thoſe paſſages 
in Scripture, which are addreſſed to 
our fears: And hence, every true child 
of Gop is characterized as one, that kn 9. 4. 
trembleth at His word. But when once is es |, 
the written word of Gop is either ſet | 
aſide, or treated with indifference; then 


Anti. 
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Antinomianiſm comes in with a full tide: 
Then, like the ſwelling of Jordan, it 


overflows its banks, and ſpreads its 


deadly waters on every ſide. It covers, 
as it goes, all boundaries and land- 
marks; and, 1n ſpite of a little morality 
that may be kept up here and there in 
the world, the true Holineſs which Gop 
requires in His people, vaniſhes out of 
our ſight. 


Let any man read over the books of 


the Prophets, and ſay, What was the 


ground of all their accuſations againſt 


the People of Iſrael and Judah, but a 


neglect of the authority of Divine reve- 


lation? To whom ſhall J fſheak, ſays Je- 


remiah, and give warning, that they may 
near? Behold, their ear is uncircumciſed, 
and they cannot hearken! Behold, the word 


of the Loxp is unto them a reproach ; they 
have no delight in it! And when the Pro- 
phets attempted to reclaim the People 


from their manifold apoltacy ; was not 
this the general ſtyle, and enforcement 
of their addreſſes, Hear the word of the 
LokD, Ye rulers of Sodom, give ear unto 

the 


TH 


the Law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah! 
Will any of you now have the hardi- 
neſs to blame the old Jews for their ne- 
glect of Gop's word, and to affirm, that 
they deſervedly ſuffered all that they ſuf- 
fered on that account; if Ye are guilty 
of the ſame thing? It is no wonder, that 
ye confeſs yourſelves ſtrangers to the 
power of the Word, calling it a & dead 
letter, or an empty found; whillt ye refuſe 

F to 


It ought never to be forgotten by Proteſtants, 
that the crafty expedient which the Papiſts had 
recourſe to at the time of the Reformation, in 
order to defend their errors, elude the force of 
Scripture, and ward off conviction; was to ſay, 
that the Word of Gop is 4 noſe of wax, à bare let- 
ter, uncertain, unprofitable, dumb, and dead. (See 
Bp. Jewel's apology of the Church of England.) 
By this means they were proof againſt every 
text, with reſpect either to faith or practice. But, 
the notion of a dead letter is AN INSULT UPON 
 Gop. Let all ſuch as entertain it, aſk them- 
| ſelves, Whether, in caſe they had heard the 
adorable ]:sus ſpeak unto men in the days of 


Dn humiliation, they would have dared to tell 


Him, that what He ſpake was a dead leller, or 
an empty found! And then let them read 2 Cor, 
2. 167185 Heb. 4. 12. 
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to hearken to its counſels and admoni- | 
tions! And it 1s no wonder, that we 
hear ſo many complaints about the 


multiplicity of ſects among Chriſtian 
Profeſſors; whilſt perhaps all are charge- 


5 able, more or leſs, with making the word 


of Gon of no effeft through THEIR TRADI- 
TIONS. But of this they ought to repent: 
And herein THE GOVERNOURS of 
Churches ſhould || lead the way; always 
remembring, that neither the repen- 
tance 


The great ching needed in the Churches 


of Profeſſors at this time of day is a wholeſome 


diſcipline, ſuch as the word of God preſcribes; 
unconnected with pecuniary fines or corporeal 


- penalties, and exerciſed with an equal and im- 


partial ſtrictneſs over the rich and over the poor. 


So it was in the primitive age, when Chriſtianity 
flouriſhed moſt. And though diſcipline be not 


holineſs; but theſe two things are as diſtin in 


their nature, and bear the ſame relation to each 


other, as means and end; yet, where the one 1s 
neglected, the other languiſhes: And if we 
would ſee a very affecting and pictureſque re- 


_ Preſentation of the ſtate of any Church that has 


loft her diſcipline, we ar find it in Prov. 24. 
30, 31. N „ 
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tance of any Church in general, nor 


that of any members in particular, ex- 
tends one ſingle jot beyond their con- 
formity to the rule of the Scriptures. 

As it is univerſally allowed, that the 
words of the LoRD JESsVs could have 
no more efficacy, when ſpoken by His 
fleſhly lips, than when committed to 
writing; 1t may be worth while to take 


a tranſient glimpſe of the mighty effects 
they produced in the days of His humi- 


liation. They healed the ſick, caſt out 
Devils, cleanſed the Lepers, raiſed the 


Dead. Can any thing give us a more 


lively idea of Divine omnipotence ?— 


And yet, how 1s our admiration heigh- 


tened by what we read of the n/tanta- 
_NeOus obedience, that reſulted from the 
call of the deſpiſed Jesvs to the rapaci- 


ous Levi, in the midſt of all his gains, 


profits, and worldly purſuits! For He 


only ſaid unto Levi, Follow me: and he Mau. g. ge. 


followed Him. 


Now, ſince the word of Ix sus CurisT 


is, like Himſelf, unchangeable; the ſame 
Yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever ; it mult 
'F 2 =: 


Heb, 12. 8, 


uke 10. 37. 


' 11—13. where election to ſaluation, ſancti fication of 
the Spirit, and belief of the truth, are connected to- 
gether; as alſo, on the other hand, belief of a lie, 
or diſbelief of the truth, + Progr m unrightcoy neſs 


(44 Þ+ 


| The, 2. 13. ſtill effelually work in them that * 4 


And therefore every man, who through 
the Holy Ghoſt receives it as His word; 
who pays the ſame regard, as Levi did, 
to the authority of that Divine e 
will infallibly go, and do liſeruiſe.“ 

5. It is the only ſource of ſpiritual 
comfort, reſt, and joy. The reaſon is, 
—Becauſe when the human heart is op- 
preſſed with anguiſh, on account of 
thoſe things in which our future ſtate is 


concerned; it is impoſſible to draw ſa- 


tisfaction 


* For farther ſatisfaction on Ao copious a ſub- 
je, the Reader is deſired to examine the fol- 
lowing texts, Deut. 4. 10: 6. 4—9. 1 Chron. 


16,16. Fl. 17. 4: 19. 9. 4 37. 81: 30. 


17. 22: 103. 20: 105. 28: 107.11: 147. 18: 
148. 8. Prov. 7. 2, 3. Iſa. 55. 11. Jer. 18.18: 


31. 33: 32. 39, 40. Ezek. 33. 31, 32: 36. 25, 


26, 27.31. John 17.6. 19. Eph. 5. 26. Heb. 
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5. 7. And particularly conſult 2 Theſs. 2. 


damnation, 


( #8 } 


tisfaction from any conſideration, which 


is not a real certainly. For conjecture in 
this caſe cannot anſwer the purpoſe. 
No man of ſenſe will ever be content 
to riſque a matter of eternal concern on 
the precarious foundation of a conjec- 
ture; at leaſt, he cannot ſubmit to it 
without the moſt dreadful and painful 


| alarms. No indeed; for it 1s certainty 


alone can ſatisfy the mind. But then, 


where ſhall ſuch certainty be found? 
Not in the bright diſcoveries, or ſolemn 


deciſions, of mere human Reaſon. For 
the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers, with all 


their boalted concluſions, could never 


ſo much as prove the immortality of the 
ſoul: Much leſs could they penetrate 
into the counſels of the MosrT Hicn. It 
remains therefore, that the certainty 


we look for, is no where to be found 
but in the Divine oracles. And there, 


of a truth, for our unſpeakable conſo- 


lation, it is alan to be found: Becauſe 


HE who utters thoſe oracles, can nei- 


ther deceive, nor be deceived. And, 


a be His holy name!) it is one 


deſign 
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deſign of thoſe oracles to heal all the 
wounds of the human mind: So that 


however various, however complicated, 


however threatening, our inward diſ- 


treſſes may be; yet the Bible never fails 


to afford us a ſpecific and ſovereign re- 
medy; on which account the GOD of 
truth who ſpeaks therein, ſtyles Himſelf 
likewiſe he GoD of all conſolation. 

We have already ſeen under a for- 


mer head, with what an authoritative 


and all-commanding voice JEHOVAN 
ſtills the tempeſts of the newly-awaken'd 
ſoul, by furniſhing 1t with an anſwer of 


peace to that perplexing queſtion, What 


mujt I do to be ſaved? Even by proclaim- 


| ing the ſacrificed MEss1An to be the re- 


fuge of the guilty. And we have like- 
wiſe ſeen, what an indiſpenſable obliga- 
tion is laid on thoſe who believe the 

glorious proclamation, to repent and 
turn from all their tranſgreſſions, and care- 


fully to maintain good works. But here it 


muſt be added, for the higher conſola- 
tion of ſuch Perſons, that Gop hath de- 
clared them in His word to be actually 

the 


4 47) 


the objects of His favour through Jzsvs 
CuRISTH; that He hath forgiven them alle enn '% 


1 12 


their treſpaſſes; that they are born of ,,,,*.*% | 

Gor; that they are reconciled to Him byte. 5:9 7:25 

the death of His Son; and that they alſo, 

being reconciled, ſhall be ſaved by His life : 

Becauſe JIEsus 2s able to fave them to the 

uttermoſt that come unto Gon by Him, ſee- 

ing He ever liveth to make interceſſion ſor 

them. Oh, the ineſtimable privilege ! 

Oh, the inexpreſſible felicity And 

though it be impoſſible indeed to con- 

feſs the truth as it is in JIEs us before men, zen. 4. 21. 

and live in obedience thereto, without 

drawing upon us the keeneſt reproaches, 

and ſometimes the cruelleſt hoſtilities 

of the World; — Though it is ſaid, ALLz min. . 

_ who will live godly in Cuxis r JESUS, ſhall ge 21. 

ſuffer perſecution ; They ſhall be hated of: Tia. 4. 1. 

all men for His name's jake; they are called 

to-fuffer; and it is only tf they ſuffer with 

Him, that they ſhall be glorified together 5 

—And though it is the obvious tendency 

of ſuch ſharp trials, to fill the heart with 

terror and diſmay : Yet, behold, here 

the Redeemer diſplays the glory of His 
name, 
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| 4 Pet. 1. 4. ; 


x Cor. 12. 10. 


Heb. 2. 15: 
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| Eph. r.7: 3. 3. name, and the unſearchable riches of His 
| John 14.16—189xace/ For He will not leave His diſciples 


comfortleſs, but ſends down the HoLy 
Guos r to comfort them; who works in 
their hearts as the power of all thoſe 
conſolatory ſayings, reviving declara- 
tions, and exceedingly great and precious 


promiſes, which are in the Bible addreſ- 
ſed to thoſe Believers in JEsvus, who keep 


. 5. 10:2.10the word of His patience, and are faithful 


unto death. By virtue of this Divine 
agency accompanying the words of Re- 
velation, they rejoice in the midſt of 


| 1 :3 ſorrow; they are filled with all joy and 
peace in believing; they are inſpired with 


a holy confidence, and triumph over 
all the perſecuting rage of their ene- 
mies; they take pleaſure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, 21 neceſſi ies, mm herſecutions, 
and in all manner of d. dijſtreſſes for CHRIST 


fake; they are delivered from the fear of 


death and judgment; and are bleſſed with 
the + full STARE of hope unto the end. 


Hence 
T The fal aſſurance of hope is too often con- 


founded with the full aſſurance of faith, although 


they are widely different. The latter ſtands for 


Jt 
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Hence we read of the patience and COM- Rom, 15. 


fort of the Screptures: Becauſe the Scrip- 
tures alone give proper encourage- 


ments to the one, and reaſons for the 


v G other: 


the undoubted perſuaſion of the truth of the 
goſpel, or of all thoſe things which the Apoſtle 


had been previouſly inculcating and explaining 


in the chapter where the phraſe occurs, viz. 
Heb. 10. 1—22. Whereas the full aſſurance of hope 
ſignifies the confident expectation of obtaining 
the happineſs of Heaven after death. See Rom. 


5. 2. As for the goſpel, it being the truth of 

Goo, challenges from every hearer the full aſſu- 
rance of faith; and no man can doubt of it in 
any degree, without ſo far making Gop a Liar. 


1 John 5.10. This gives to unbelie/ its blackneſs 
and malignity. But as to our own particular 
intereſt in the redemption, or perſonal reconci- 


| liation with: Gop, it is a matter that may very 
ſafely (at leaſt) be called in queſtion ; and there- 
fore we find the Apoſtles frequently expreſſing 


their jealouſies concerning many who believed 


in their time, and exhorting us continually to 


examine ourſelves, and to give diligence in making our 


calling and election ſure. See Heb. 6. 10, 11, 12. 


2 Pet. 1. 5—11. 1 John 3. 14—21. where the 


track ve are to follow, is faithfully pointed out, 


and accurately deſcribed. 
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other: So that, in this caſe, if the Scrip- 
tures were ſilent, the Mourners in Zion 


mult be left without reſource, a conti- 


nual prey to fears and ſorrows, both by 
reaſon of inward and outward tempta- 
tions; and their minds muſt inevitably 
droop under all the horror and dark- 
neſs of delpair. Hence David's heart 
was ſtrengthened and ſupported under 
all his troubles, yea filled with ſuch joy 
as the world cannot give. And indeed, 


all the Saints of Gop whether of the 


Old or New Teſtament diſpenſation, in 
the midſt of the ſevereſt trials and per- 
ſecutions, found their ſouls refreſhed 
with the abundance of peace: Becauſe 


they built their confidence on the truth 
of thoſe things, which Gop had ſpoken; 


and, ſaid they, For ever, O Lord, thy 


word is ſettled in Heaven. 
Let us now attend to the following 
paſſages, The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, 


vrejoicing the heart. More to be deſired are 


they than gold, yea, than much fine gold ; 


feeeter alſo than honey, and the honey-comb. 


'—Rememoer the word unto thy ſervant, upon 
which 


„ 
which thou haſt cauſed me to hope. This is 
my comfort in my afjhiftion ; for thy word 
hath reuived me.—Thy ſtatutes have been my 
ſongs in the houſe of my pilgrimage. —Unleſs 
thy law had been my delights, I ſhould then 
have periſhed in my affliction. — How ſweet 
are thy words unto my tafjte, yea, ſweeter 
than honey to my mouth.—Thy teftimo- 
nies have I taken as an heritage for ever ; 
for they are the vrejoicing of my heart. — 
Trouble and anguiſh have taken hold on me; 
yet thy commandments are my delighits.— 
Great peace have they who love thy law ; and 
nothing ſhall offend them. — Heavineſs in the Prov. in. a 
heart of man maketh it floop; but a good + 
word maketh i glad. A man hath joy by 15.23. 
the anſwer of his mouth; and à word ſpoken 
in due feaſon, how good is ut ?P—Pleaſant i.. 
words are as an honey-comb, ſweet to the 
ſoul, and health to the bones. Ihe LoRDj;, 50. 4. 
Gon hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
| that I ſhould know how to > ſheak a word in 
ſeaſon to him that is weary. —Thy words... ic. is, 
were found, and I did eat them; and thy 
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mie Heart. Do not my words do good to wie. 2.5. 
G 2 aim 


Luke 11. 23, 


243 


1 Theſs, 4. 18. 


2 — — — - — — 
—— — ——᷑ͥ — — 


0: 7 


ham that walketh wphrightly?—Bleſſed are 
they, that hear the word of Gop and keep it. 
John 14. 21. .—Ile that hath my commandments and keep- 


eth them, he it is that loveth me; and he 
that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father ; 
and I will love him, and will manifeſt myſelf 
to hm. I, a man love me, he will keeh my 
words ; and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unlo him, and make our abode 
with ham. He that loveth me not, keepeth 
not my ſayings. —Theſe things I have ſpoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye ſhall have tribulation ; but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
— Wherefore comfort one another with theſe 

Chriſtianity then, we ſee, is the dawn 
of Heaven below. It declareth itſelf to 


be of Divine original, by that peculiar 


felicity which it imparteth. And the 


Bible, to all thoſe who believe and . 


obey it, is (through the power of the 
Holy Ghost) the word of truth, the 


word of patience, and the word of joy. 


To ſuch perſons, and only to ſuch, the 
Apoſtle addreſſed himſelf ſaying, The 
Shirit 


EE 
+ Shirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, 
that we are the children of Gov. F 
2195 It 


I Rom. viii. 16. Avro To mveupe Tvppaproges Ty 
TVEV(4A2TL 1pwy or E0puty T Ota The juſt tranſla- 
tion of which words, I apprehend, is this. The 
ſame Spirit (viz. the ſpirit of adoption, mentioned 
in the foregoing verſe) teſtifieth to our ſpirit, that 
we are children of Gov. The emphaſis lies on 
children, in oppoſition to ſlaves; as before on 
adoption, oppoſed to bondage. 

The ſuppoſition of a twofold teſtimony, as 
being treated of in theſe words, is built on a cri- 
ticiſm, that looks rather fanciful than judicious : 
At leaſt, it is very far from being the neceſſary 
conſequence of the Apoſtle's having combined 
the pre poſition ow with waplugs. Let the learned 
conſult Rom. 2. 15: 9. 1. Rev. 22. 18. where 
the abſurdity of expreſſing in the tranſlation the 
_peculiar ſignificancy of the prepoſition, would 
be manifeſt at the firſt glance. 

Ih he great thing to be attended to here, is, the 
nature and force of the oppoſition which the 
Apoſtle hath ſtated between the Law of Moſes, 
and the Goſpel of J:sus; between the condition 
of ſlaves, and ſons: A clear diſcernment of 
which will alſo ſhew us, what a mutual depen- 
dence the 15th, 16th, and 17th verſes have on 
each other, and with what deſign the Apoſtle 


(.- 86. 
6. It is the channel of Divine ſtrength 
againſt all the aſſaults of the enemy, and 
eſpecially in the hour of death. 


That 


wrote the 16th in particular. For he directs his 
argument (we 'may obſerve) to thoſe, who had 
been Jews before they embraced the Goſpel; and 
he puts them in remembrance of what a differ- 
ent Spirit they have now imbibed through the 
Goſpel, from that which they carried about 
thei whilſt under the Law. The Law gendered 
to bondage; and it begat in all its votaries a ſpirit 
of bondage, i. e. a flaviſh, painful, fearful ſpirit. 
But the ſpirit of the Goſpel is the ſpirit of adop- 
tion, i. e. a filial or child-like ſpirit; ſuch a ſpirit 
of love, delight, and lowly confidence, as that where- 
with a child approaches its much-honoured Fa- 
ther. Ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage again 
to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. Wherever the Goſ- 
pel is cordially received; there the ſpirit of 
adoption (in a greater or leſſer degree) will pre- 
vail, as its genuine ſpirit, through the ſecret 
- concurrence of the Holy Ghoſt: And it is na- 
tural for ſuch a one in all his addreſſes at the 
throne of grace, whether prayers or praiſes, to 
ſpeak unio Gop as his heavenly Father in CHRIST 
Jzsus. Now, ſays the Apoſtie, this ſame ſpirit of 
adoption t:ft ficth (or, is a clear tellimony, a full evi- 


. 
That every real diſciple of the Bleſſed 
IJIx sus is daily liable to ſuch aſſaults, both 


from ſpiritual and temporal adverſaries, 
during the whole ſtage of his journey from 
Egypt to Canaan, needs but little proof, 
and as little explanation. He is by pro- 
feſſion a ſolder; and he is enliſted under 
the banner of Hin, who hath fworn thats, ,. 116. 
he will have war with Amaleſ and his peo- 
ple 
dence) to our ſpirit, 1. e. to ourſelves, to our own 
mind or conſcience, —that we Jews (who have be- 
lieved the Goſpel, and are really endued with this 
ſpirit of adoption) are no longer in the condition 
of Slaves, as before under the Law; but are ad- 
mitted to the glorious privilege of Sonſhip, and 
are in fact childron of Gon. Sce John 1. 11, 12. 
Gal. 4. 1—7. where the ſelf-ſame alt * 
inculcated, and the ſelf- ſame manner of arguing 
purſued. At the ſame time it muſt be remem- 
bered, that the believing Jew had no ſpiritual 
gift or privilege, but what is common to the 
_ Geniile; yea, to every genuine diſciple of the = 
Bleſſed JIxsus, in every clime, and in every age. 
(Gal. 3. 26—8.) And for this cauſe the Apoſtle 
endeavours, with a ſingular beauty and pro- 
priety, to exprels the joint-cry of Jew and Genie, 


in two diſtin languages at once, by Abba, 
Father. 


: —ͤ os TL. AA 128 233 
_ — 


| Num. 7 3. 
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ple from generation to generation. His duty, 
then, is to fight manfully the good fight of 
Faith; and, like Phineas, to be always 
zealous for his Gop; in nothing terrified by 
has adverſaries : Which will be to them an 
evident token of perdition, but to him of 
ſalvation, and that of GOD. But, where- 
with ſhall he fight? What weapon ſhall 
he draw? When ſore temptations throng 
his ſoul, through the ſecret violence of 
Satan, within; Or, when he is aſſailed 
with the terrors, the allurements, and 
perverſe diſputings of the world, from 
without; how ſhall he either repel the 
one, or ſurmount the other? Shall he 
holdAorth, as a buckler, the manly re- 
ſolutions of his own heart? Or, brandiſh 
a ſword of glittering ſteel? God forbid! 
For in the one caſe he knows, not only 
that he is weak and helpleſs in himſelf; 

but alſo that Satan 1s a Serpent for ſub- 
tlety, a Dragon for malice, and a Lin 
for ſtrength: And in the other he is aſ- 

ſured, that ) all F ney whach take the ſword, 


Jhall 


See alſo Pl. 37. 12—15. Rev. 13. 10. Let 
this be a daily memento to all thoſe, who either 


* 

hall periſh with the ſword. No; let him 
follow the example of his Divine Maſter; 
Who, in His grand encounter with Sa- 
tan in the wilderneſs, and in all His 
conflicts with the incredulous. Jews, ap- | 
pealed to the Scriptures, ſaying, Thus Mot 4: * 
it is written. To this He truſted; with "MN 
this He fought; and by this He over- 
came. And can His diſciples employ 

any better weapon? Or, ſhall they arm 
themſelves with any ſhield, but the ſhield Eh. 6. 16. 
of faith? Shall they not ſtill be able here- 

with to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 

one? Is not the goſpel declared to be the,... . 0 

H power 

begin or foment a perſecution i in any degree, or in 

any ſhape, againſt religious Profeſſors of any 
denomination. One ſpecies of perſecution is 

that of the /ongue; and is vented in ridicule, re- 
proach, calumny, ſlander, falſhood, invective, 

and (what the Scripture calls, Jude g.) A RALLINx G 
ACGUSATION. But with relpeCG to every ſpecies 

and degree thereof, we may adopt the juſt re- 
mark of the preſent Biſhop of Briſtol in his Diſ- 
ſertations on the Prophecies, ** Perſecution is 

e the ſpirit of Popery.—The ſpirit of Proteſtan- 

„ tiſm is toleration and indulgence to weaker 

** conlciences.” Oh, that NONE may forget 

ſo weighty a Truth! | . 


* * * 
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power of Gon unto ſalvation, to every one 


tat behevelh it? And is there any other 


goſpel, beſides that which is committed 
to writing? Is it not twice called by the 
name of Salvation itſelf? Hath not the 


1 john 5. + 5 Apoſtle teſtified, ſaying, This 1s the vic- 


tory which overrometh the world, even our 
Faith? Who 1s he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Ix sus is the SON 
of God? And above all, are not Belie- 


Eph. 6. 7,18, vers expreſsly commanded to take the 


 Jword of the Seir1r, which 1s the WORD 


/ Goy? not forgetting, however, to pray 
always for ſucceſs, in the uſe of this no- 
ble inſtrument of war, with all prayer 


and ſupplication i mm the Spirit, and to watch 
thereunto with all perſeverance. Yes verily 
they are; and if they ftedfaſtly follow 
ſuch advice, they ſhall be at length as 
proſperous and as triumphant as thoſe, 
who ſhouted, The fword of the LORD, and 


of Grdeon! They ſhall be ſtrengthened with 


mught. by the SeIRIT in the inner man: 
They ſhall become ſuperior to the te - 
tations of the world, the fleſh, and hs 

Devil: In all theſe things they ſhall be 


"more than conquerors, through HIN that 


loved 


6880 
bad them; and in the very pangs of 
their diſſolution they ſhall lift up their 


voices, and ſing, Thanks be to GOD, who: Cor. 18. 57. 


 groeth us the victory through our LORD 
Js us CuRISTH !—Oh, precious, precious 
word of Gop! Precious in life, precious 


in death! Precious beyond thoufands off 1g. n. 
gold and ſilver Deſtitute of this, Who ſhallaen 6. i. 


be able to fand in the day of battle? 
Aided with this, Who ſhall not over- 


come? 
7. It is the ſeed of eternal life in all 


thoſe, who hearken to its voice. 

When Moſes was inculcating on the 
Iſraelites, in the character of a Law- 
giver, the neceſlity of aninviolable ad- 
herence to all thoſe inſtructions which 
He had received from above, and had 
communicated to them; He, in order 
to give them the greateſt force, weight 


and authority, ſaid, Man doth not live by eu. f 5 


bread only, but by every word that proceed- 
eth, out of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live. And when the Grand Antitype of 
Moſes, even Jxsus, the promiſed Mxs- 


sah, WAS engaged in a controverſy 
"LG with 


660 
with Satan in the wilderneſs; He gave 
the higheſt ſanction to the foregoing de- 
claration of Moſes, by expreſsly ap- 
| pealing to it in His own defence. 

| Prov.g. x: Hear how WIspou addreſſeth herſelf 
to the Sons of men (as it were) from 

the inmoſt ſanctuary of Her temple, ſay- 
3. 44 35. ing, Bleſſed is the man that heareth me, 
watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
pofts of my doors. For whoſo findeth me, 
findeth life. Iſaiah ſpake. to the ſame 
16. 55. 3. Purpoſe, Hear and your fouls hall live. 
The reaſon of which is, that whatſoever 
2 Pet. 1. 2. the Holy men of Gor ſpake in old time, they 
' ſhake as they were moved by the Holy 

GrosT: So that what they ſpake, is in 
* fact the word of the Holy GHOSH! and 
| Phil. 2.16, therefore called by the Apoſtle the word 
of life. 
We are to 8 that Man was 
originally framed to live by the Word 
of Gop. Had our firſt Parents ſtuck to 
tmis, and not hearkened to Satan; their 
condition, and ours, would have been 
eternally happy. But they, alas, by 
1 imbibing the Lie which Satan ſuggeſted, 
$ imbibed 
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imbibed the ſeed of Death. However, 
Gop was immediately pleaſed, out of 
the riches of his grace, to give them the xg. . . 
promiſe of a future Saviour ; and they, 

by crediting that word of promiſe, were e af 
quickened anew to an 1ncorruptible Mu % 
life. In proceſs of time, when this pre- 

cious goſpel was univerſally treated 

with neglect; Gop ſeparated the family 

of Abraham from the reſt of mankind, 

and gave them a complete ſyſtem of 
precepts for their daily obſervance. 

And Moſes ratified them in the name 

of the Loxd to the Iſraelites, ſaying, 

Set your hearts unto all the words rohich Ibeat za. 46. 
teſtify among you this day ; which ye jhall 
command your children to obſerve to do, all 

the words of this Law. For it is not a vain 

thing for you, becauje it is your life. And 

yet, whatever this Law might be in 1t- 9 
ſelf, it proved to be the miniſtration of R v. 10. | 
death. Not on account of its intrinſic“ 7" Þ 
properties; for it was holy, juſt, and good ; Rom. 7, 124 | 
and had the Jews perfectly obeyed it, 


| 


they would have lived thereby: but r . 
through the corrupt nature of man, to 
_ whom 


| om, 8. 3. 


mii. 2. 16. 
Cor. Jo 8. 


5.243 


| 6.63, 


BY"? 


ES 11. 14 


as 13. 26. 
Cor. 5. 92 


din 8. 51: 
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whom it was given; for the Law was 


weak through the fleſh. Still however, 
the word of God is the vehicle of life, 


even life eternal: For now the Goſpel 
is come inſtead of the Law; and it is 


declared to be the word of ſalvation, the 


word of reconciliation, the word of life, and 
the miniſtration of theSe1r1T. Hence Ixsus 
ſaid, I a man keep my ſaying, He fhall ne- 


11.25 25: ber ſee death. I am the reſurrection and the 


lie; he that believelhi in me, though he die, 
et ſhall he live; and whoſoever livein, and 


believetn in me, jhall not die eternally.— lle 


that heareth my word, and believeth him 
that ſent me, hath everlaſiing life, and fhall 


not come into condemnation; but is paſſed 


from death unto hfe.—The words that I 
ſheak unto you, they are Spar, and they are 


life. Hence Peter ſaid, in the name of 


all the Diſciples, Lord, to whom fhall we 


go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life. 
Hence the Angel aſſured Cornelius, that 
Peter ſhould tell him words, whereby (ſaid 
He) thou and all thy houſe ſhall be ſaved. 


Hence Paul, when he took his leave of 
the Elders of that Hock which was. ga- 


| thered | 
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thered within the city of Epheſus, fpoke - 

to them in the following manner, And 20. 3 
now, Brethren, I commend you to Gov, and 

to the word of His grace, which is able to 

build you up, and to give you an inneritance 
among all them which are ſanitified. Hence, 

again, the word of GoD is ſaid to be liv-na. 4. n. 
ing and full of energy, (Sus nas wp); and 
the Scriptures are ſtyled by the Hol v 
 Grosr Himſelf who indited them, Lzv- aa: 5. 8. 
ing Oracles, (yz Gila), Hence laſtly, 

(to forbear citing any more paſſages) 

the following exhortation is given to all 
that are the diſciples of CuRIS TH Jesvs, 
Receive with meekneſs the engrafted word, Jin. 1. 25. 
which is able to ſave your ſouls. 

8. It is the cauſe of eternal torment 
to all thoſe who diſregard it. Becauſe 
it hath condemned them already; and ſo 
long as they perſiſt in their crime, the. 
wrath of Gop abideth on them. And this 
1s on account of that ſovereign autho- 
rity, with which it is inveſted. For it 
is not the word of any common Perſon; 
no, but of a King; againſt whom, it is prov.go. 3. 
Taid, there is no r:jing uþ : Yea, of that | 

Ning, j 


John 3. 18. 30 
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om. 234 19. King, who is not a man, like ourſelves; 


ccles, 5. 8. 
Tim. 6. 15. 


la. 37. 17. 


leb. 2. 2. 


but is our Creator and our Judge, infi- 
nitely higher than the higheſt, King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords. It is, in ſhort, 
the word of the Living GOD. It came 
down from Heaven itſelf: And for this 
cauſe it ſpeaks to us with an Imperial 
voice, proclaiming aloud, Tuus $AiTH 
THE LoRD OF HOSTS; and ſo, bears the 
ſtamp of Majeſty Divine. It is the ex- 
plicit revelation of the mind of its great 


Author unto the ſons of men; and, like 
His eſſence, unchangeable, and ever- 
laſting. It tells us plainly what we are 


to believe, and what to do: And be- 


_ cauſe it 8 nothing to our faith 
but what is true, 
but what is practicable: it therefore re- 
quires the moſt implicit credence in the 
one caſe, and the moſt unreſerved fub- 
jection in the other. On account of its 


ndnothing to be done 


original, it interprets every degree of 


irreverence' it meets with, as ultimately 

ſtriking at the Majeſty of Heaven; and 
every tranſgreffion and diſobedience to its 

directions, as an inſtance of diſloyalty 


to 


and can play well on an mftrument; with- 


. 

to THE SUPREME DICTATOR. Moreover, 

its declarations are all ratified by the 

molt awful ſanctions. For it ſummons 

every hearer to the tribunal of Gov, to 
anſwer one day at his peril for the ne- 

glect of paying it due attention. Then 

will it be found of a truth, (however it 

may be queſtioned now) to be to ſomès Co x. 16. 
the favour of life unto life, and to others the 
Javour of death unto death. 

And now, after all this, ſhall we turns tin. 4. 4. 
away our ears from the truth ; and fold _ 
our arms to ſleep, in the midſt of dan- 
ger? Shall we, like the blinded Phari— 
ſees, reject the counſel of Gor againſt 0ur-Lute 3. 30. 
ſelves? Or, like the thoughtleſs Jews in 
Ezekiel's time, treat it only as d very R. 33: 32 
lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, 


out obſerving its ſeveral directions? 5 
Hath not Wiſdom ſaid, He that finneth por 3.36: | 
againſt me, wrongeth his own foul ; All they b_ 
that hate me love death? And again, Whoſo 13. 13. 
deſpiſeth the word, ſhall be deſtroyed? And 
ſhall not is conſideration awe our 
minds? Alas, can nothing rouze us from 

| 14 1 our 
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jamo: 3.6, our ſecurity? Shall the trumpet be blown in 
the city, and the people not be afraid ? Shall 
the Loxp threaten mankind with puniſh- 
oy ment, and none take the alarm? The 
Lion hath roared ; Who will not fear? The 
Lox D Gop hath fhoken?® Who can but 
pr. 33.8. hearken to his voice? Oh, then, Let all 
the earth fear the Loxp; let all the inhabi- 
| tants of the world ſtand in awe of Him! 
i ;.6, For He is a Gov, that changeth not. — His 
3 5 counſels of old are faithfulneſs and truth. — 
x Sam. 15-29 The ſtrength of Hrael will not lie, nor re- 
Jo. 31.22 ent. Ile will not call back His words.— 
James 1. 7. With Him is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow 
Numb. 23.19. Of Lurning.—Hath He ſaid, and ſhall He 
| not do it? or hath He ſpoken, and ſſiall He 
Luke 21.33 Not make it good? Heaven and earth ſhall 
| paſs away; but His word fhall not paſs 
| away. 
What was that crime of King Saul, 
which coſt him his crown and his life; 
\ Sam. 15. 22— but his rejecting the word of the LORD, as 
it was ſpoken to him by Samuel? What 
was that crime of Alexander the copper- 
_ ——— ſmith, for which«he was delivered over tg 
Tim. 4. 14, 15 Satan; but his with ſtanding the words of 
| Paul? 


' 


eee ce —— — — ͤ— x —̃ ñ— 


„ 


Paul? What was that crime of the old 
Jews, which was puniſhed with a ſe— 
venty-years captivity in Babylon; but 
the neglect of Gop's word, as it was 
ſpoken to them by the mouths of His fer-r ing 17. 


6. 17—19 | 


vants the Prophets? What was that crime #7. 23-9 
of their unhappy poſterity, which cut "= 
off ſo many hundreds of thouſands by | 
the ſword, peſtilence and famine, and 
laid their city and temple in aſhes; but 
the neglect of Gop's word, as it was 
ſpoken to them by the mouth of JESUS 
and His Apoſtles? And what is that 
crime; that grand complicated crime, 
which will bring eternal ruin on any of 
Us in the laſt day; but the neglect of 
the ſame Divine word, as it comes to 
us indited by the Hoy GnosrT? | 
A prophet, ſaid Moſes to the Ifraclites, pat. 18.18, ; 
ſhall the Lorn your GOD rarſe up unto you AQs 3; "I 
of your Brethren, like unto me; Him fhatl | | 
ye hear in all things whatjocver He ſhall ſay 
unto you. And tt ; ſhall. come to paſs, that 
every foul which will not hear that Prophet, 
ſhall be deſtroyed from among the people. 
This Prophet, we know, was JEsus, _ 
1 mighty | 
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| Lake 4 19:4-1-m2ghty in word and deed, and full of the 


Holy Gnosr. And, to give all which 
he uttered the very utmoſt weight, that 
ſolemmedict was proclaimed from the 


| Matt. 17. 5. ſkies, Hear VE Him! But, if we diſ- 


regard this ſolemn edict; if we turn a 
deaf ear to the Redeemer's voice, and 
refuſe to liſten to Him who by His word 


In b. 12.25: 2. zel from Fleaven ; alas, How fhall we 


10. 26, 27. 


efcape ? What can gemain for us but à cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fen ure nation, which E, devour the ad- 
ver/arics” Aiarealy, my friends, ſuch 
muſt be our fate! For, ſaid the adora- 


Fob 12. 48: ble Jr.sus, He that rejectetn me, and re- 


cerveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
hum ; the word that I have ſpoken, the Jame 
5. 4% fall judge him in the laſt day. He that is 
of Gov, Hearet Gov's words ; ye therefore 
hear them not, becauſe ye are not of Gov. 
Naan, 12. 42. * —The queen of the South ſhall viſe up in the | 
Judgment with this generation, and fhall 
condemn. it; for ſhe came from the uttermoſt 


Solomon : And behold, a GR EATER than 
Solomon 1s here / 


| T0 


( 69 ) 


To conclude. Do we hold the goſ- 
pel of our Saviour for a Divine Revela- 
tion, or do we not? Have the writings 
of the Bible their authority from Goo, 
or have they not? Is every declara- 
tion it contains, ſacred and inviola- 
ble, or is it not? Lay your hands to 
your breaſts, and impartially weigh 

theſe queſtions; for much depends on 
your reſpective anſwers thereto. If 
you place yourſelves on the negative 


fide; then beware of a refuge of Lies :1 28. i. 


But if on the affirmative; then take heed, 
how you offend againſt light and know- 
ledge ! For eternal woe is the portion 
of ſuch perſons : Their doom is already 
fixed, and will certainly be executed ; 


for the mouth of the LORD or HosTs Rath Mic. 4 + 


ſpoſten it. 

If any thing more can be thought 
needful, for the purpoſe of recom- 
mending and corroborating all that, 
hath been advanced under the forego- 
ing heads, and of urging it with the 


greater force upon the Conſcience; if 


any thing more can be thought needful, 
| to 


; 
; 
2 


Jer. 6. 16. 


10 


to demonſtrate the manifold and vaſt 
importance of Divine Revelation; let 
the following paſſages be attended to, 
with the deepeſt ſeriouſneſs and ſolem- 
nity of heart. And oh, may the Horx 


 Grosr Himſelf, by whoſe in 3 
they were given, operate within you 


as the light, life, and power thereof! 


| Prov. 3. 1,18. Hay is the man that findeth wiſdom, and the 


man that gettelh underſlanding. Tor the mer- 
chandize of it 1sbetterthan the merchandize of 


filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She 


Ws more precious than rubies; and all the 
things thou cant deſire, are not to be compared 
unto her. Length of days is in her Tight 
hand ; and in her left hand riches and ho- 
nour. Her ways are ways of pleafantneſs, 


and all her paths are peace. She is d tree 


of life to them that lay hold upon, her ; and 
happy is every one that retaineth her .— 


Thus faith the LorD, Stand ye in the ways 


and fee, and aſk for the old paths, where 
2s the good way, and walk therein, and ye 


[ Matt. 7. 2127 ſhall find reſt for your fouls. — Not every one 


that ſailſii unto me, Lorp, Lokp, all enter 
into the aden of Heaven, but he that 
| doethh 


of, 

doeth the will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. Many bill fay to me in that day, 
Loy, Logp, have we not prophefied in thy 
name? and in thy name caft out Devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profeſs unto them, I never 
knew you; depart from me ye that work ini- 
quaty. Therefore, whoſoever heareth theſe 
fayings of mine, AND DOETH THEM; {well 
litten him unto a WISE man, which built his 
houſe upon a rock : And the rain deſcended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that houſe; and 1T FELL 
NOT, FOR IT WAS FOUNDED UPON A 
ROCK. And every one that heareth theſe 
ſayings of mine, AND DOETH THEM NOT: 
hall be likened unto a FOOLISH man, which 
- built has houſe upon the ſand ; And the rain 
deſcended, and the floods came, and the 
_ winds blew, and beat upon that houſe ; and 
IT FELL, AND GREAT WAS THE FALL 

or ir! 


See farther Numb. 20. 24. Prov. 1. 20-33. 
Iſa. 5. 24. Jer. 5. 12—14: 11. 10, 11: 19. 
15: 25. 4. 8—11: 26. 2—6: 44. 27—29. 
Matt. 10. 14, 15. 
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The word of Go is the light to our paths, 
* the key of the kingdom of Heaven, our com- 
fort in affliction, our ſhield and ſword againſt 
Satan, the ſchool of all wiſdom, the glaſs 
* wherein we behold Gop's face, the teſtimony 
* oi His favour, and the only food and nouriſh- 


«© ment of our ſouls.” Pref. to the old tranſlation 
of the Bible. | 


« What piety without truth? What truth 
(hat ſaving truth) without the word of Gop? 
% What word of Gop (whereof we may be ſure) 
* without the Scriptures? The Scriptures we are 
* commanded to ſearch, John 5. 39. J. 8. 20. 
* They are commended that ſearched and ſtu- 
„tied them, Acts 17. 11: 8. 28, 29. They are 
«© reproved that were unſkilful in them, or flow 
* to believe them, Mall. 2 2. 29. Luke 24. 25. 
„They can make us wile unto falvation, 2 Tim. 
* 3.15. If we be ignorant, they will inſtruct 
„us; if out of the way, they will bring us 
* home; if out of order, they will reform us; 
if in heavineſs, comfort us; if dull, quicken 
t us; if cold, enflame us. Tolle, lege; tolle, lege: 
Take up and read, take up and read 
« But what mention we three or four uſes of the 
« Scripture; whereas whatſoever is to be be- 

{© lieved 


2; 2 
lie ved, or practiſed, or hoped for, is contained 
* therein ?—lt is not only an armour, but alſo 
* a whole armoury of weapons, both offenſive 
and defenſive; whereby we may ſave ourſelves, Pe | 
* and put the enemy to flight. It is not an 
* herb, but a tree; or rather a whole Paradiſe 
© of trees of life, which bring forth fruit every 
* month; and the fruit thereof is for meat, and 
the leaves for medicine. It is not a pot of 
© manna, or a cruiſe of oil, which were for me- 
% mory only, or for a meal's meat or two; bat, 
*© as it were, a ſhower of heavenly bread ſuffi- 
« cient for a whole Hoſt, be it never ſo great; 
„and, as it were, a whole cellar full of oil- 
s veſlels, whereby all our neceſſities may be 
% provided for, and our debts diſcharged. In 
„ a word, it is a panary of wholeſome food, 
t againſt finewed traditions; a Phyſician's ſhop 
© of preſervatives, againſt porſon'd hereſies; a 
% pandedCt of profitable laws, againſt rebellious 
* Spirits; a treaſury of molt coſtly jewels, againſt 
© beggarly rudiments; finally, a fountain of 
% molt pure water ſpringing up unto everlaſting 
life. And what marvel ? The original thereof 
being from Heaven, not from Earth; the 
© Author being Gow, not man; the Enditer, 
the Horx Srikirt, not the wit of Apoitles or 
% Prophets; the Penmen, ſuch as were ſancti- 
* fied from the womb, and endued with a prin- 
K „ cipal 
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ce cipal portion of Gop's Spirit; the Matter, | 
© yerity, plety, purity, uprightnels; the Form, | 
„ Gop's word, Gov's teſtimony, Gop's oracles, | 
the word of truth, the word of ſalvation, and 
| the like; the effects, light of underſtanding, 
IF + {Pablenels of perſuaſion, repentance from dead 
C © works, newneſs of life, holineſs, peace, joy 
| in the HoLy Ghost; laſily, the end and re- 
| * ward of the ſtudy thereof, fellowſhip with the 
| Saints, participation of the heavenly nature, 
| © fruition of an inheritance immortal, undefiled, 
* and that never ſhall fade away. Happy is the | 
© man, that delighteth in the Scripture; and 


* thrice-happy, that meditateth in it day and 
* night! Pref. to the laſt tranſlation, 
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